FREDERICK GLAYSHER blends the storytelling role of the ancient Greek
rhapsode’s performance of Homer with the modern style of dramatic reading by
Charles Dickens and Edgar Allan Poe in small theatres into a new experimental epic
form for a contemporary audience. Glaysher will perform and read a 1,200 line
selection from the 9,150 lines of his epic poem .

Synopsis
If the old exclusivisms evolved into the exclusivism of the
Enlightenment, from the moon, together, we can see universality...
Thirty years in the making, The Parliament of Poets:
An Epic Poem (ISBN: 9780982677889. 294 pages), by
Frederick Glaysher, takes place partly on the moon, at
the Apollo 11 landing site, the Sea of Tranquility,
celebrating our common humanity uniting us all.
In a world of Quantum science, Apollo, the Greek god
of poetry, calls all the poets of the nations, ancient and
modern, East and W est, to assemble on the moon to
consult on the meaning of modern life. The Parliament
of Poets sends the Persona, the main character, the Poet
of the Moon, on a Journey to the seven continents to
learn from all of the spiritual and wisdom traditions of
humankind. On Earth and on the moon, the poets
teach a global, universal interfaith vision of life.
One of the major themes is the power of women and the female spirit across cultures.
Another is the nature of science and religion, including Quantum Physics, as well as
the “two cultures,” science and the humanities.

In a fractured, divisive world, the poets of all the nations guide the
way toward peace...
“A great epic poem of startling originality and universal significance, in every
way partaking of the nature of world literature. Glaysher is in a creative dialog
with the greatest epic poets of all time. He is bringing together in beautiful verse
form diverse visions of humanity from all over the world, frequently casting
them in the form of spatial and cosmic imagery. A pure joy. A literary work of
fine verbal art, it is contemporary ‘world literature’ at its best.” — Hans
Ruprecht, Carleton University, Canada, author on Goethe, Borges

“A poet now whose work and dedication to a demanding and
difficult art I admire; a man who has the gift of inner grace.”
— Robert Hayden
FREDERICK GLAYSHER is an epic poet, rhapsode,
poet-critic, and the author or editor of ten books.
Glaysher studied at the University of Michigan with the
American poet Robert Hayden and edited his collected
prose and poetry. He holds two degrees from the
University of Michigan, including a M aster’s in English,
and is the literary executor of the Hayden Estate.
He lived for more than fifteen years outside Michigan— in Japan, where he taught
at Gunma University in Maebashi; in Arizona, on the Colorado River Indian Tribes
Reservation, site of one of the largest internment camps for Japanese-Americans
during W W II; in Illinois, on the central farmlands and on the Mississippi;
ultimately returning to his suburban hometown of Rochester.
A Fulbright-Hays scholar to China in 1994, he studied at Beijing University, the
Buddhist Mogao Caves on the old Silk Road, and elsewhere in China, including
Hong Kong and the Academia Sinica in Taiwan. W hile a National Endowment for
the Humanities scholar in 1995 on India, he further explored the conflicts between
the traditional regional civilizations of Islamic and Hindu cultures and modernity.
An accredited Presenter at The 8 th Parliament of the W orld’s Religions 2021.
Mr. Glaysher spoke on Robert Hayden at the centennial celebrations held at the
University of Michigan in 2013 and W ayne State University in 2014, reading at each
his canto in which Hayden is a character. Both centennial essays are included in The
Myth of the Enlightenment: Essays, which was written concurrently with his epic. He
spoke on Hayden for Poetry Month 2017 at the Detroit Public Library. In 2017, he
lectured on Hayden at the Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History.
Another essay on Hayden is in The Grove of the Eumenides: Essays on Literature,
Criticism, and Culture.

EarthrisePress.Net
Purchase The Parliament of Poets at the performance.
Or W right Museum of African-American History, Source Booksellers, Book
Beat, Mayflower Bookshop, Bookshop.org, BarnesAndNoble.com, etc.

“A hopeful vision of peaceful coexistence as one united humanity. Delightful to
hear the voices of great poets and thinkers of the past in dialogue with the narrator.
The performance was thought-provoking, moving, and inspiring. Our world is
desperately in need of this message of peace, love and humanity.”— Rev. Eric
W illiams, St. Philip’s Episcopal Church, Rochester, M I
“Impressed, moved to laughter, tears. Held our attention for 90 minutes, stayed so energized,
a feat in itself. A creative, powerful message with so many of the poet masters, phenomenal!
Amazing life-time work!” — Rev. Leonetta Bugleisi, Unitarian Universalist
“I am in awe of the brilliance of this book! Food for the soul, and answers to
humanity’s most pressing problems, right where they belong, in the epic poetry
of all the teachers, magicians, prophets, shamans, and poets of all time.
Everyone must read this book, especially if you enjoy literature, wisdom, and
philosophy.” — Anodea Judith, Author, Novato, California
“Certainly wowed the crowd with the performance and the words themselves.”
— Albany Poets News, New York
“W hat Joseph Campbell described as the Hero’s journey. Very Jungian is our hero.
The quest for individuation or the coming together in wholeness, is evident as we,
the readers/listeners follow the trials and travels of our hero. Beautiful book.”
— The Exam iner, Portland, Oregon
“A profound spiritual message for humanity.” — Alan Jacobs, Author, President
Ramana M aharshi Foundation, London, UK
“Don’t be intimidated by an epic poem. It’s really coming back to that image of the
storyteller sitting around the campfires of the world, dipping into and weaving the
story of humanity, in the most beautiful, mellifluous language. Thirty years were
not wasted. If anybody listening has contacts to NASA...” — New Consciousness
Review Radio, Portland, Oregon
“A song of unity, an audacious declaration that unity does not mean conformity,
it means being in harmony.” — Ratul Pal, Rajshahi, Bangladesh
“A uniquely powerful work.” — Spirituality Today
“It only takes the first few paragraphs of this modern epic poem to feel the mental
gush of ideas, fascinating juxtapositionings, and unique symbolism for our time.”
— The Jewish Post and News of Winnipeg, Canada
“An attempt to merge the sciences and the humanities to reach a greater
understanding of the human condition.” —Savage, London, UK

The Parliament of Poets, Frederick Glaysher
Book I

Poets East and West, on the moon
In the mid part of the moon, I stood...
Book II Black Elk, Chief Seattle, on the moon
A great war cry went up, drums tom-tommed...
Book III The Faerie Queene
And then something began to happen...
Book VI Mogao Cave, on the Silk Road, China
With the sun, we entered the cave, Tang Dynasty...
Book VI Du Fu, in the capital of the Tang Dynasty
So you are the traveler from the moon...
Book VII Job, On the Moon
Once I had drawn closer...
Book VIII Dante, Chartres Cathedral
And so I stood, enthralled by a granite metaphor...
Book VIII William Blake, in London
Milton shall take you...
Book VIII Tolstoy, Yasnaya Polyana
Far down the wooded path...
Book X Borges, on the pampas north of Buenos Aires
We must look up, elevate our view...
Book XI In Africa, in the east of the DRC
I am Sogolon, King Sundiata’s mother...
Book XII The Poet of the moon
Back on the moon for the fourth time...
Approximately 90 Minutes.
No photos or video during performance.
Please turn OFF all digital devices.
More than fifty epic poetry readings and performances at the
Michigan Theater Building (Ann Arbor), TheatreNOVA (A2),
Hathaway’s Hideaway (A2), Underground at Hilberry Theatre
(WSU), Shelton Theater (San Francisco), University of
Michigan’s Rackham Amphitheatre, Wayne State University,
Saginaw Valley State University, Detroit Public Library, Troy Public Library, Hannan

Café, Austin International Poetry Festival, Paint Creek Unitarian Universalist,
Birmingham Unitarian, Grosse Pointe Unitarian, Universalist Unitarian Church of
Farmington, Troy Interfaith, Theosophical Society of Detroit, Crazy Wisdom
Bookstore, East Side Reading Series, MUSINGS, The Farmhouse, Barnes & Noble,
BookWoman, Espresso Royale, Sweetwaters, Himalayan, Cafe International, Sacred
Grounds Café, Tuesdays at North Beach Branch Library, Café Trieste, Florey’s
Books, W est Park (A2), Rochester M unicipal Park Band Shell, 8 th Parliament of the
W orld’s Religions 2021, St. Philip’s Episcopal Church, Ringwald Theatre, etc.

“Like a story around a campfire.” —The Audience
“A remarkable poem by a uniquely inspired poet, taking
us out of time into a new and unspoken consciousness...”
— Kevin M cGrath, South Asian Studies, Harvard
University, author on the Mahabharata
“Mr. Glaysher has written an epic poem of major
importance that is guaranteed to bring joy and an
overwhelming sense of beauty and understanding to
readers who will travel the space ways with this exquisite
poet. W hile the poem reads like the classic poetry of
Milton, it has the contemporary edge of genius modernity. I am truly awed by this
poet’s use of epic poetry that today’s readers will connect with, enjoy and savor
every word, every line and every section. Frederick Glaysher is a master poet who
knows his craft from the inside out, and this is truly a major accomplishment and
contribution to American Letters. Once you enter, you will not stop until the end.
A landmark achievement.” — M L Liebler, Department of English, W ayne State
University, Detroit, M ichigan
“And a fine major work it is.” — Arthur M cM aster, Department of English,
Converse College, in Poets’ Quarterly
“Glaysher is really an epic poet and this is an epic
poem! Glaysher has written a masterpiece.” — The
Society of Classical Poets
“Bravo to the Poet for this toilsome but brilliant
endeavour.” — Transnational Literature, Flinders
University, Adelaide, Australia
“A beautiful poem, excellent piece of poetry.”
— Im ageNations, Ghana, Africa

“A spectacular book. A unique and moving experience.”
—Jeff Thomakos, Michigan Michael Chekhov
In 1977, Glaysher took a theatre course in the Interpretative Reading of Poetry,
learning that the Greek rhapsodes would travel throughout ancient Greece reciting
Homer. Before long the idea of writing an epic poem became compelling and the
dream that one day he might also revive the art of the rhapsode.
In Plato’s Ion, Socrates speaks with a rhapsode who
has just arrived in Athens. Ion has been performing in
Epidaurus at the festival of Asclepius, and preparing
to perform at the festival of the Panathenaia, the
major seven day festival dedicated to Athena, patron
goddess of Athens. Ancient documents, amphorae,
and modern scholarship attest that the rhapsodes,
standing on a bema, performed Homer and other
Greek epic poets in amphitheatres with audiences of
up to 20,000 people, for more than 900 years, from at
least about 600 B.C. or earlier to AD 300.
Ringwald Theatre. November 13, 2022. 2-minute
Youtube. https://youtu.be/8ko4gZDmKhg

Short author talkback after the performance.

Into the Ruins of Modernity weaves together much of Glaysher’s poetry
from two books, Into the Ruins and The Bower of Nil
(90 minutes).
Through an experimental dramatic performance style
that seeks to recover that of the ancient rhapsodes,
Glaysher presents a sweeping survey of the atrocities
we human beings perpetrate on one another and the
philosophical descent into modern nihilism that has
made dehumanization and violence all the more
possible. Over the long arch of global civilization, he
affirms the struggle toward developing international institutions like the United
Nations and a wider understanding of the depths of human consciousness. Evokes
a reaffirmation of our deepest human capacities for cooperation and peace.

The Grove of the Eumenides: Essays on Literature,
Criticism, and Culture. First Series. By Frederick
Glaysher. Hardcover. $23.95. Earthrise Press, 2007; 2020
Second Edition. 340 pages.
ISBN-13: 9780967042183.
From new 2020 Preface: “All the essays in The Grove
of the Eumenides were written after 1982 when I wrote
my first draft of a plot outline for my epic poem The
Parliament of Poets. These essays constitute and record
my background study, as it were, over a period of more
than twenty years.”
In The Grove of the Eumenides, Frederick Glaysher invokes a global vision beyond
the prevailing postmodern conceptions of life and literature that have become
firmly entrenched in contemporary world culture.
East and W est meet in a new synthesis of a global vision of humankind ranging
over classic literature, ancient and modern, both W estern and non-W estern, from
the dilemmas of modernity in Yeats, Eliot, Milosz, Bellow, Dostoevsky, to Lu Xun,
Ryuichi Tamura, Kenzaburo Oe, Naguib M ahfouz, R. K. Narayan, among others,
from mimesis and deconstruction to the United Nations, with extensive essays on
Chinese, Japanese, and South-Asian literature.
The Grove of the Eumenides reaches toward an epic vision of the twenty-first
century. Acutely perceptive of the spiritual and moral nuances of literature,
criticism, and culture, Glaysher confronts the loss of religious faith in the modern
world and breaks through to a vision of the unity of the human longing for
transcendence.
“Poet Frederick Glaysher in these essays comments on a variety of literary and
social issues, ranging from the plays of Sophocles, and the major works of Japanese
literature, to the loss of religion and spirituality in modern society and literature.”
— “New Titles Elected for Essay and General Literature Index,” September
2007, H. W . W ilson Co.
“Intriguing because I stop and think about his arguments. W hat is the role of the
universal, of epic poetry, and how has postmodernism dealt with mimesis?
Scholarly, well-substantiated arguments, with a wealth of materials that challenge
precepts you might have about the ‘value’ of a writer / writing / cultural
contributions.” — Kitty Jospe

Into the Ruins: Poems. By Frederick Glaysher.
Hardcover $19.95. Preface. Earthrise Press, 1999. First
Edition. 73 pages. ISBN: 9780967042121.
Softcover. $16.00. Preface. Earthrise Press, 2009; 2021 2nd
Edition. 82 pages. ISBN: 9780967042190.
Twenty years in the making, beyond Postmodernism,
probing the nihilism of the age, Into the Ruins confronts
much of the human experience left out of the balance by
postmodern poetry, often compared to the Alexandrians
and the Neoterics, when writers similarly concentrated on
the minor themes of personal life, while ignoring the
challenging experience of the public realm. Suffused with a global tragic vision,
into the ruins of the 20th Century, Glaysher has his gaze fixed firmly on the 21st.
“At high points, his poetry captures the feelings of contingency and horror felt by
many but expressed well by few. Glaysher fits well within the literary tradition, as
he shows with his allusions to or mentions of, among others, Augustine, Dante,
Yeats, Dostoyevsky, and Hayden; however, his voice is distinct. Among
contemporary poets, few have a vision as darkly haunting. Few also have the
knowledge and the ability to handle contemporary issues with such presence of
language. Out of the mass of recent poetry books, here is one you should read.”
— Jack Magazine
“A litany of horrors updating Eliot’s W aste Land, the book upbraids poets for
turning inward only to concerns of the self.” — North Am erican Review
“Powerful poetry.” — Katnip Reviews
“His poetry is fluid and rhythmic. ...thoughtful and provocative.” — Main Street
Rag
“A book about something other than an author’s reflections in a mirror.”
— Expansive Poetry
“Fred Glaysher takes us on a journey to that larger dimension of responsibility
where thought meets action. This is a poetry of connectedness, which asks us to
bring together broken parts of our cultures (both East and W est) and search for a
new identity, perhaps a new world order. His finely crafted poems are accessible
and have a purpose that needs to be heard. “ — W PON Interview
“Equivalent to the shock of visiting a holocaust museum depicting all the world’s
victims of genocide. The imagery he flashes in this gallery of atrocity, hopefully

will sensitize readers to the extent that they will recognize the moral imperative of
conquering the evil inherent in man.” — Collages & Bricolages

a basic familiarity with the major world classics and philosophies of both East and
W est.” — Manifold 44

“It is argued that now poets must turn to contemplating the real world and Glaysher
is remarkable in his achievement of this. It is excellent poetry; his words and
images hit you right in the gut. W ell worth reading.” — Poetry Greece

“Glaysher explores the liberating potential of loss and acceptance as agents for
empowerment.” — The Carolina Quarterly

“An impressively broad survey of atrocity.” — Chicago Poetry

“Mr. Glaysher writes with a genuine passion, with an obvious thrill at the play of
ideas, and with an often compelling sense of purpose. Very worthwhile reading and
the middle section is just outstanding.” — BrothersJudd

The Bower of Nil: A Narrative Poem. By Frederick
Glaysher. Hardcover. $21.95. Earthrise Press, 2002 1 st
Edition Sold out. Reverberations. 71 pages. ISBN:
9780967042176.
Softcover. $16.00. Earthrise Press, 2009; 2020 2 nd Edition.
71 pages. ISBN: 9780967042143.

“The Bower of Nil is where we all live. The narrator and academic, Peter, would
appear to hate academics, but the sixty-five page poem is masterfully executed,
using the history of western philosophical thought as a metaphorical tool. A
thought provoking read for these times!” — Pulsar

The Myth of the Enlightenment: Essays. By
Fifteen years in the making, overturning the nihilism of
Nietzsche, moving beyond Postmodernism, Peter Marsh, an
academic philosopher struggling with analytical philosophy,
weighs modern life in a conversation with his friend, David
Emerson, a businessman. Brought together after long separation by the brutal
murder of Mary, Peter’s wife, a time of devastating loss and crisis, their friendship
inspires a dark night of the soul, during which Peter’s meditations range over
several hundred years of philosophy, politics, religion, social change, the dilemmas
of existence, evoking a vision of the complexities of the 21st Century, the United
Nations, and global governance.
Structured around classical Greek choral movements, the first section ponders
themes from Japanese Buddhism, while the second and third survey W estern
philosophy from Aristotle and Plato through D escartes, Pascal, Kierkegaard,
Nietzsche, W ittgenstein, Heidegger, Derrida, and others, in a powerfully dramatic
grappling with philosophy, East and W est.
“This is a doorway into the future. The subtleties and complexities of the cultures
that inform his subject matter and his political interests circumscribe the work. The
Bower of Nil is an Orwell meets Nietzsche meets C.S. Lewis mélange of despair,
madness, and hope. Not lyrical, not tidy and not information-byte-sized, your
fingers come away heavy with paint— rather than print— after reading this. Colored
richly and satisfyingly with symbols (e.g., the name Peter, the lily, the lantern) that
speak directly to the psyche—the way that artwork spoke to the illiterate in the
Middle Ages.” — Poem s Niederngasse
“Glaysher pays his readers the compliment of assuming that they will have at least

Frederick Glaysher. Hardcover. $22.95. ISBN: Preface.
Earthrise P ress, January 2020. 230 pages.
9780982677834.
These essays and reviews were all written during the 21st
Century, with many of them central to Glaysher’s
evolving intellectual and spiritual struggle to write his
epic poem, The Parliament of Poets. They open up
Glaysher’s own biography and his life-long interest in the
writings of Leo Tolstoy, Rabindranath Tagore, John
Milton, Saul Bellow, Robert Hayden, and other poets and
writers, offering a fresh, new vision for literature and
culture.
“I'm glad it exists and I'm grateful for the wisdom it sends my way.” — Laurence
Goldstein, Department of English, University of M ichigan
“In an era in which the value of human life has become as precarious and narrow
as the study of the humanities itself, we need G laysher’s voice more than ever.”
— Phillip M . Richards, Department of English, Colgate University
“A marvelous book of eloquent essays by Frederick Glaysher, one that honors the
old literary masters, East and W est, while exploring the deepest corners of
spirituality and its implication for ameliorating the conditions of modern humanity.
If there are millions of people waiting for a sign, as Allan Bloom is cited as saying,
then this book is assuredly evidence of what such a sign looks like.” — New
Consciousness Review, Portland, Oregon

